
Osceola Elementary School 
School Advisory Council (SAC) Meeting Minutes 

Principal’s Conference Room  
2/28/19 

 
 
Members Present: Brian Castellani, Ken Vila, Mike Fernandez, Ariel Pechockas, 
Kathy Thorsen, Debbie Cunningham, Gabriel Kohn  
 

1. Welcome and Introductions—the meeting was called to order at 7:48 a.m. 
2. Approval of January Minutes—The motion to approve the minutes was 

made by Ken Vila and seconded by Kathy Thorson. All in favor of approval.  
3. End of Year Testing Schedule—Dr. Castellani passed out the end of year FSA 

schedule and discussed iReady Quarter 3 Diagnostic Testing and Related 
Arts Testing. Kathy Thorson asked about how Common Core will be 
impacted by the governor’s recent statements. Dr. Castellani shared that 
committees will be formed at the state level and that the mathematics 
adoption will be pushed back one year. Future changes to the Florida 
Standards will follow a process and be communicated at the state, district, 
and school levels. No changes to planned testing will occur this year.   

4. PTO Update—the Father/Daughter Dance and Zoomer’s Mother/Son 
events were successful. Positive comments were shared by group 
members.  

5. Student Council Update—Student Council partnered with PTO to promote 
the Box Top program. This group also helped come up with the idea for the 
Kindness Chief Cards during the month of February and the drawings in the 
cafeteria today.  

6. Safety Update—Mike Fernandez shared that the kitchen doorbell system 
has been installed and is about to be ready for use. Parents shared that 
they were happy with changes made this year and our support for safety 
initiatives. Gabriel Kohn asked if playground assistants were trained on 
procedures during an emergency. Dr. Castellani shared that a common 
district training video was shared.   

7. BPIE (Best Practices for Inclusive Education)—Dr. Castellani shared that a 
committee will work through a state checklist to determine current levels 
of practice and performance for OES. Kathy Thorson will represent the SAC 



and parents on this committee. There will also be teacher representation as 
well.  

8. Dr. Castellani requested $1,700 for new headphones for grades 3 (16 sets) 
and 4 (36 sets). Ken Vila made the motion to approve the request. This was 
seconded by Debbie Cunningham. The motion was approved unanimously.  
Dr. Castellani shared that we will need to continue replacing headphones in   

9. OPEN----no items were shared  
10.  A motion to adjourn was made by Mike Fernandez and seconded by Ariel 

Pechockas. All were in favor. The meeting ended at 8:16 a.m.  
 


